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FISHING ACCESSORY APPARATUS 



Technical Field 

The present invention relates generally to fishing accessories and, 
more specifically, to a collapsible fishing accessory apparatus. 

Background of the Invention 

Recreational fishing has become one of the most popular outdoor 
leisure time activities. Many individuals fi*om various age groups and socio- 
economic backgrounds participate in fishing. Due to the widespread interest 
in recreational fishing, many products have been developed to make fishing 
more productive and enjoyable. Some of the more popular products include 
fishing rod and fishing accessory holders. 

Problematically, many of these fishing rod and fishing accessory 
holders do not provide for receiving multiple fishing rods or other items, 
such as cups, pliers, bait, or other accessories. Additionally, many of these 
accessory holders support only one fishing rod or can only be used 
specifically with a boat or specifically on land. For example, some of these 
accessory holders require special mounting brackets for use on a boat 



requiring a user to drill holes or permanently affix the accessory holder to the 
boat. This is a time consuming process which is destructive to the boat. 

Furthermore, many of these accessory holders do not provide for 
collapsible storage. When not in use, the non-collapsible accessory holders 
waste valuable space on a boat. Additionally, land transportation and use of 
the non-collapsible accessory holders is cumbersome. 

Also, these accessory holders do not permit dimensional 
adjustment. When fishing from land or a boat, adjustments to the height, 
width, and depth of the accessory holder may be desired to compensate for 
the boat floor plan, shore terrain, or fishing style. Many of these accessory 
holders are rigid and do not allow for user customized height, width, and 
depth adjustment. The rigidity of these accessory holders also do not allow 
a user to optimally position multiple fishing rods when fishing or trolling 
several lures from a moving boat. 

Accordingly, the fishing accessory arts have need of a collapsible 
fishing accessory apparatus that provides support for multiple fishing 
accessories. Furthermore, the need exists for a fishing accessory apparatus 
that allows for dimensional adjustment. 

Summarv of the Invention 

In accordance with the purposes of the present invention as 
described herein, a new and improved fishing accessory apparatus is 
described. The present invention includes fishing accessory apparatus 
comprising a base and an accessory support including a plurality of accessory 



stations. The accessory support coUapsibly attaches to the base for 
movement of the accessory support from a collapsed position to an 
operational position. 

In one embodiment, the fishing accessory apparatus includes a 
base having first and second generally opposed members. An accessory 
support includes generally opposed first and second supports and at least one 
transverse support for supporting a plurality of accessory stations. The 
accessory support coUapsibly attaches to the base for movement fi'om a 
collapsed position to an operational position. This collapsibility provides for 
more room on a boat when not using the fishing accessory apparatus and 
makes land transportation more convenient. Movement of an adjuster 
permits length adjustment to the first, second, and transverse support and the 
first and second members. This adjustability allows a user to modify the 
dimensions of the fishing accessory apparatus for optimum use in various 
boat and shore fishing situations. The accessory support may coUapsibly 
' attach to the base via at least one hinge. However, other embodiments 
include different mechanisms or devices for attaching the accessory support 
to the base. 

The accessory stations may include fishing rod receptacles. The 
fishing rod receptacles include an aperture for receiving a fishing rod handle, 
a support region for supporting a fishing rod shaft, and a channel. The 
fishing rod receptacles adjustably attach to the transverse support via a 
fastener extending through the channel. Other embodiments include different 
types of accessory stations for supporting various fishing accessories. 
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In the following description there is shown and described one 
possible embodiment of this invention, simply by way of illustration of one 
of the modes best suited to carry out the invention. As it will be realized, the 
invention is capable of other different embodiments, and its several details 
5 are capable of modification in various, obvious aspects all without departing 
from the invention. Accordingly, the drawings and descriptions will be 
regarded as illustrative in nature and not as restrictive. 



10 Brief Description of the Drawings 

The accompanying drawings incorporated in and forming a part 
of the specification, illustrate several aspects of the present invention, and 
together with the description serve to explain the principles of the invention. 
In the drawings: 

1 5 Figure 1 a is a perspective view of the fishing accessory apparatus 

in accordance with the present invention; 

Figure 1 b is a detailed view of the adjuster and first member of the 
fishmg accessory apparatus of Figure la; 

Figure 2a is the fishing accessory apparatus of Figure la in a 
20 collapsed position; 

Figure 2b is the fishing accessory apparatus of Figure la in an 
operational position; 

Figure 3a, 3b, and 3c are three side views of the fishing accessory 
apparatus of Figure la illustrating additional alternative embodiments for 
25 attachment of the accessory support to the base; 



Figure 4a is a top view of the fishing rod receptacle in accordance 
with the present invention; 

Figure 4b is a diagram of various embodiments of accessory 
stations in accordance with the present invention; 

Figure 5a is a side view of the fishing rod receptacle of Figure 4a 
attached to a transverse support, including a representative fishing rod; 

Figure 5b is a side view of the fishing rod receptacle of Figure 4a 
showing attitude adjustment; 

Figure 5c is a top view of the fishing rod receptacle of Figure 4a 
showing lateral adjustment; 

Figure 6a is a representative working configuration of the fishing 
accessory apparatus of Figure la; and 

Figure 6b is a representative working configuration of the fishing 
accessory apparatus of Figure la showing trolling. 

Detailed Description of the Invention 

Reference is now made to Figure la illustrating the fishing 
accessory apparatus 10 of the present invention. As illustrated, the fishing 
accessory apparatus 10 includes a base 12 and an accessory support 14 
attached to the base. The accessory support 14 includes a plurality of 
accessory stations 16 for receiving fishing accessories. 

The base 1 2 includes first and second generally opposed members 
18a, 18b. In one embodiment, the first and second members 18a, 18b 
include an adjuster 1 9 allowing user adjustment to the length of the first and 
second members. As seen in Figure lb, the adjuster 19 may include a bolt 



21a with an accompanying nut 21b. The first and second members 1 8a, 1 8b 
each include a first and second section 18a', 18a", 18b', 18b" each having a 
plurality of apertures 23 for receiving the adjuster 19 thereby allowing user 
adjustment to the length of the first and second members. Any of the 
apertures 23 of each first section 18a', 18b' correspondingly align with any 
of the apertures 23 of each second section 1 8a", 1 8b" of the first and second 
members 1 8a, 1 8b for receiving the adjuster 1 9. Thus, various combinations 
of alignment of the apertures 23 between each first section 18a', 18b' and 
second sections 18a", 18b" allows a user to adjust the length of the first and 
second members 18a, 18b. As shown in Figure lb, the first section 18a' 
includes an aperture 17 having a dimension A and the second section 18a" 
has an aperture IT having a dimension B. Dimension A is greater than 
dimension B such that 1 8a" may fit inside section 1 8a' . Although not shown, 
first and second sections 18b' and 18b" of the second member 18b have 
corresponding dimensional relationships. Therefore, adjustment to the length 
of insertion of the second section 18a" or 18b" inside 18a' or 18b' modifies 
the overall length of first and second members 1 8a and 1 8b. Insertion of the 
bolt 21a through the apertures 23 of the first and second sections 18a' and 
18a" of the first member 18a fixes the length of the first memberl8a. 
Attachment of the accompanying nut 21b secures the bolt 21a in place. 
Correspondingly, insertion of the bolt 21a through the apertures 23 of the 
first and second sections 18b' and 18b" of the second member 18b similarly 
fixes the length of the second member 18b. Altematively, instead of the 
adjuster 1 9 comprising a boh with an accompanying nut, the adjuster 1 9 may 
include a spring loaded mechanism, telescoping fiiction fit, or any other 
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device, mechanism, or mechanical fastener suitable for permitting user 
adjustment to the length of the members. 

Additionally, the base includes first and second transverse 
members 20a, 20b attached to and extending in a direction generally 
5 perpendicular to the first and second members 1 8a, 1 8b. The first and second 
transverse members 20a, 20b may attach to the first and second members 
1 8a, 1 8b via welding or mechanical fastener. While not shown, the first and 
second transverse members 20a, 20b may also include an adjuster 19, as 
previously described, for allowing user adjustment to the length of the first 

1 0 and second transverse members. While the configuration of first and second 
members 1 8a, 1 8b and first and second transverse members 20a, 20b forms 
a generally rectangular shape, the base 12 may take the form of any shape 
that allows for attachment of the accessory support 14. Furthermore, the base 
12 may fiinction without the first and second transverse members 20a, 20b 

1 5 altogether. However, using a base with first and second transverse members 
20a, 20b promotes stability of the fishing accessory apparatus 10. 

Braces 22a, 22b attach to the first and second transverse members 
20a, 20b for securing the base to an auxiliary structure. For example, as 
shown in Figure 6a, when using the fishing accessory apparatus 1 0 on a boat 

20 13, the auxiliary structure may include a pedestal 15 of a seat on the boat. 
On land the auxiliary structure may include a pillar of a bridge or pier, a 
member extending fi-om the groimd, or any other similar structure that would 
have a shape and size compatible with the braces 22a, 22b and be suitable for 
securing the base while using the fishing accessory apparatus. In one 

25 embodiment, the braces 22a, 22b comprise curved brackets including a set 
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screw 1 1 . The braces 22a, 22b fixedly attach to the first and second 
transverse member 20a, 20b by welding or mechanical fasteners, thereby 
allowing a user to place one or both of the braces 22a, 22b of the base 12 of 
the fishing accessory apparatus 10 over the auxiliary structure. Tightening 
5 of the set screw 1 1 secures the base 12 to the auxiliary structure. Having 
multiple braces 22a, 22b allows a user to position and secure the base 12 of 
the fishing accessory apparatus 10 in various configurations. A user may 
decide to use both braces 22a, 22b simultaneously or may deem it more 
advantageous to use only one of the braces. Moreover, tiie multiple brace 

10 configuration allows use of the fishing accessory apparatus 10 in different 
types of boats having various floor plans and in multiple shore fishing 
situations. In one embodiment, using a base 12 having only first and second 
members 18a, 18b, braces 22a, 22b attach to the first and second members 
1 8a, 1 8b and operate in the manner previously described. 

1 5 The accessory support includes generally opposed first and second 

supports 24a, 24b. Additionally, the accessory support includes a transverse 
support 26 attached to the first and second supports 24a, 24b. In one 
embodiment, the first support 24a includes a first end 24a' and a second end 
24a". Correspondingly, the second support also includes a fu-st end 24b' and 

20 a second end 24b". The transverse support 26 attaches generally 
perpendicular, via welding or mechanical fastener, to the first and second 
supports 24a, 24b at the first ends 24a', 24b' of the first and second supports 
24a, 24b. The accessory support may include more than one transverse 
support. For instance, the accessory support may include two or more 

25 transverse supports for supporting additional accessory stations. The 



additional transverse supports may attach to the first and second supports 
24a, 24b at any point between the first and second ends 24a\ 24a", 24b', 
24b"of the first and second supports 24a, 24b. While not shown, the first 
and second support 24a, 24b and the transverse support 26 may also include 
an adjuster 19, as previously described, for permitting user adjustment to the 
length of the supports. In this manner, a user may adjust the height of the 
fishing accessory apparatus in relation to the floor of a boat or the land on 
shore. 

The accessory support 14 coUapsibly attaches to the base thereby 
allowing movement of the accessory support between a collapsed position 
(Figure 2a) to an operational position (Figure 2b). In one embodiment, the 
fishing accessory apparatus 10 becomes placed in the collapsed position 
when the accessory support 14 lies in a plane generally parallel to the base 
12. Altematively, the fishing accessory apparatus 10 becomes placed in the 
operational position when the accessory support 14 lies in a plane generally 
perpendicular to the base 12. However, the operational or collapsed position 
may include placing the accessory support 14 in any planar position not 
parallel to the base 12 that permits use of the accessory stations. 

The accessory support 14 may attach to the base 12 by use of any 
mechanism, device, or mechanical fastener that allows movement between 
the collapsed position and the operational position. In one embodiment, the 
attachment occurs via four hinges. Shown in Figure la, a first hinge 28a 
attaches to the first support 24a and the first member 18a generally at their 
point of intersection Ij. A second hinge 30a attaches to the first support 24a 
and the first member 1 8a at points Lj, offset fi'om the intersection I, of the 
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first support and first member. The distances of offset of the second hinge 
SOa, shown generally as D , and assists in stabilizing the accessory support 
14 when in the operational position of Figure 2b. Furthermore, third hinge 
28b and fourth hinge 30b attach to the second support 24b and second 
5 member 1 8b in a similar manner. While the accessory support 14 may attach 
to the base 12 at any point along the first and second members 1 8a, 1 8b, one 
embodiment involves attaching the accessory support 14 to the base 12 such 
that the first and second members 18a, 18b extend beyond the point of 
intersection 1 1 of the accessory support with the base. In this embodiment, 

10 the extensions E^, of the first and second members 1 8a, 1 8b help provide 
balance to the fishing accessory apparatus 1 0 when in use. These extensions 
stabilize the fishing accessory apparatus 1 0 from falling over when using the 
fishing accessory apparatus on a boat or on land. 

Alternatively, as seen in Figure 3a, the accessory support 14 may 

15 attach to the base 12 by use of only one hinge 30 between the first support 
24a and first member 18a, only one hinge between the second support 24b 
and second member 1 8b (not shown), or any possible combination of a single 
hinge or plurality of hinges that would allow movement between the 
collapsed and operational position. Additionally, as seen in Figures 3b and 

20 3c, the attachment may occur via a toothed bracket 27 having a retained pin 
27a such that movement of the bracket relative to the retained pin permits 
movement between the collapsed and operational positions; a spring 29 
biased in the operational position and a latch 29a for retaining in the 
collapsed position; or any other device, mechanism, or mechanical fastener 

25 that would allow movement between the collapsed and operational position. 
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Also, the accessory support 14 includes a plurality of accessory 
stations 1 6 attached to the transverse support 26. In one embodiment, as seen 
in Figures 4a and 5a, the accessory station 16 may include a fishing rod 
receptacle 32. The generally curved fishing rod receptacle 32 has a length 
5 L, width W, thickness T and comprises an aperture 34 for receiving the 
handle of a fishing rod 40. The fishing rod receptacle 32 also includes a 
support region 36 for supporting the shaft of a fishing rod 42. A channel 38 
longitudinally extends through the thickness T of the fishing rod receptacle 
32 a distance D along the length of the fishing rod receptacle. The fishing 

1 0 rod receptacle adjustably attaches to the transverse support 26 via a fastener 
45 extending through the channel 38. In one embodiment, the transverse 
support 26 includes at least one aperture 44 extending through the transverse 
support for receiving a bolt 46. Washers 50 and a nut 48 attach to the bolt for 
securing the fishing rod receptacle to the transverse support 26. Loosening 

15 of the nut 48 allows multiple axis adjustability of the fishing rod receptacle 
32. As seen in Figure 5b, after loosening the nut 48 a user may slide the 
fishing rod receptacle 32 along the channel in a direction generally shown as 
Z thereby adjusting the attitude of the fishing rod receptacle with respect to 
the transverse support 26. Additionally, as seen in Figure 5c, user may 

20 laterally adjust the fishing rod receptacle 26 in a direction generally shown 
as Y. Tightening the nut 48 after positioning the fishing rod receptacle 32 
fixes the fishing rod receptacle in place. Therefore, by loosening the nut 48, 
positioning the fishing rod receptacle 32, and tightening the nut, a user may 
universally adjust the position the fishing rod receptacle 32, thereby 

25 optimizing the angle of the fishing rod for the current fishing situation. 
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For instance, a user who wishes to trail several fishing lures 
through the water from a slowly moving boat, commonly known as trolling 
representatively shown in Figure 6b, may position a plurality of fishing rod 
receptacles 32 at various positions along the transverse member 26 and, via 
adjustment to the nut 48, at various angles. These adjustments to the angle 
and location of the fishing rod receptacles assist the user by decreasing 
tangled fishing lines and allows the user to present the fishing lure in any 
method desired. Furthermore, if a user wishes to drift fish from a boat or fish 
from shore, the user may position the fishing rod receptacles 32 at the 
position most advantageous for the current fishing situation. 

In addition to the fishing rod receptacle 32, as shown in Figure 4b, 
the accessory stations 16 may comprise a cup holder 31 for holding a 
beverage while fishing; a bait tray 33 for cutting or temporarily storing bait; 
an aperture adapted to receive pliers 35; a small down-rigger for controlled 
depth fishing 37; or any other accessory or accessory holder. Additionally 
the accessory stations 16, including the fishing rod receptacle 32 described, 
may adjustably or fixedly attach to the transverse member 26 by any 
mechanism device, or mechanical fastener. 

The present invention presents an adjustable dimension fishing 
accessory apparatus that provides support for multiple fishing accessories. 
Additionally, the fishing accessory apparatus is collapsible thereby allowing 
a user to move the accessory support from a collapsed position to an 
operational position. 

The foregoing was chosen and described to provide the best 
illustration of the principles of the invention and its practical application to 



13 

thereby enable one of ordinary skill in the art to utilize the invention in 
various embodiments and with various modifications as are suited to the 
particular use contemplated. All such modifications and variations are within 
the scope of the invention as determined by the appended claims when 
5 interpreted in accordance with the breadth to which they are fairly, legally 
and equitably entitled. 



